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Welcome to Sir Isaac Newton East.
We are a new Sixth Form based at Great 
Yarmouth Charter Academy situated in the heart 
of Great Yarmouth. We want our prospective 
students to be the next leaders within local, 
regional and national industry. 

Over the last three years we have been building 
towards the opening of our sixth form through rapid 
school improvement. Charter is oversubscribed in the 
main school.  Sir Isaac Newton East will be modelled 
on the highly successful Sir Isaac Newton Sixth Form 
based in Norwich. 

We offer a wide range of A-level courses,
ensuring that there is a course to suit every student. 
With top level teachers and our partnership with Sir 
Isaac Newton, we can assure the highest level of 
provision locally.

We believe that our Sixth Form can offer personalised, 
high quality and engaging teaching that larger colleges 
cannot. We are proud of the extensive experience, 
knowledge and commitment of our teaching staff at 
post-16 level. 

We will provide pupils with the opportunity to attend 
the best university courses in the areas that they wish 
to study, whilst ensuring that pupils also have the 
opportunity to gain degree apprenticeships and jobs
at 18.

Our sixth form is full time, offering students their full 
entitlement of guided learning hours. Each subject 
provides 180 guided learning hours, and sixth form 
students enjoy regular academic mentoring, sport, 
supervised study, online learning and library sessions.

Kevin Blakey -
Principal of Great Yarmouth Charter Academy

Principal’s Welcome

Sir Isaac Newton Sixth Form is an outstanding school 
situated in the heart of Norwich. We are regularly 
oversubscribed and I am delighted to be able to work 
with Great Yarmouth Charter Academy to bring the 
philosophy and teaching practice of Sir Isaac Newton 
Sixth Form to East Norfolk. 

At Sir Isaac Newton Sixth Form we have high expectations 
for your future combined with an outstanding academic 
programme to support you to achieve the very best outcomes. 

Whilst we have high expectations of all our students, we make 
sure you receive the individual support you need to develop 
into a scholar and a well-rounded, happy young adult. You will 
be encouraged to aim high, and our supportive and committed 
staff are always on hand to enable you to achieve your goals.

Chris Jennings -
Principal of Sir Isaac Newton Sixth Form College, Norwich

Sir Isaac Newton Sixth Form Welcome

“Students 
progress to top 
universities and 
apprenticeships 
every year”
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Great Yarmouth
Grammar School History

The Salisbury Road site has always had a 
Sixth Form throughout its time. Until 1981 
Great Yarmouth Grammar School (now Great 
Yarmouth Charter Academy) had a flourishing 
academic Sixth Form. 

Our community has had a long history of pupils who 
have gone on to leading universities with many of those 
pupils going on to be successful leaders of industry 
within both the local and national arena. 

To ensure that this Sixth Form is successful for our 
pupils, community and local industry the decision to 
partner with the outstanding Sir Isaac Newton Sixth 
Form College has been taken.

Partnership with
Sir Isaac Newton
Why are we partnering?
What does this mean
for students?
Sir Isaac Newton Sixth 
Form has a strong track 
record for delivering 
outstanding outcomes 
for students for both their 
academic results and their 
destinations.

Whilst the school has provided 
for students from the East 
coast, it is a long commute 
and partnering with Great 
Yarmouth Charter Academy 
will allow many more students 
from the region to access the 
same experience without the 
same commuting time and 
transport costs.

Students applying to Sir Isaac 
Newton East can expect the 
same experience as students 
applying to Sir Isaac Newton 
Sixth Form in Norwich. We 
pride ourselves on providing a 
highly supportive atmosphere 
with exceptional pastoral 
support to ensure all students 
will thrive and enjoy their sixth 
form experience.



Supporting
our Students

Students receive six hours of teaching in each 
subject per week, with most students following 
an 18-hour timetable each week. As well as your 
lessons you will also complete tasks, prepare for 
lessons  and revisit material and should aim to 
spend at least as much time studying outside 
lessons as you do in the classroom. 

This level of study can be daunting but teachers are 
always willing to help you organise your time effectively 
and help you to make the most of your school day. The 
flexibility of our timetable means that you can attend 
extra lessons, catch up on lessons you might have 
missed and  get ahead of trickier content. In essence, 
you can tailor-make your timetable to suit you. 

All students belong to a form. You’ll find that the 
students in your form follow the same subjects as you 
and will be in some of your classes too. This means that 
you will build good friends and strong support networks 
in and out of your lessons. Your form meets for one 
hour every week and is a really valuable part of your 
education. Your form tutor will help you with study skills 
and organisation as well  as university, apprenticeship 
and employment applications. 

Our pastoral system will support you during your 
studies. If you have special educational needs or a  
disability, we will work closely with you and your family 
to support you in school. Your form tutor, teachers and 
our academic and pastoral mentors are all here to 
make sure your needs are met. The pastoral mentor 
prides himself on knowing our young people well and 
works alongside the teaching and support staff, as 
well as aiming to develop positive relationships with 
the students and their families. Our pastoral mentor 
also works closely with our academic mentor. The 
academic mentor will support you with skills that 
promote successful study including organisation, time 
management, revision and life skills.

Educating the 
Whole Person

Alongside our curriculum, our electives 
programme gives you a wide variety of 
opportunities to support your ambitions and 
interests, boost your university application, 
provide academic and volunteering 
opportunities and offer fun activities to relax 
and meet new friends. 

We encourage you to play a full part in our local 
community. You might choose reading or maths support 
with secondary school or primary school students, 
engage with young people through masterclasses or 
organise charity events.

You can show the breadth of your interests through 
the Extended Project Qualification (EPQ), Nuffield 
Scholarships and a range of university summer 
schools and work experience ventures. Recognised by 
universities, these courses offer you the chance of further 
independent study and exploration of new subjects.
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Former Charter 
student navigates 
clear sea career 
course to the top
Hermione Parker

Manoeuvring a 23,641-tonne jack-up
vessel around a vast offshore wind turbine 
installation site doesn’t phase former Great 
Yarmouth Charter Academy student cadet 
Hermione Parker.

The 19-year-old thrives on the responsibility of 
having the controls of the most sophisticated dynamic 
positioning vessels at her fingertips when she’s in 
charge of the bridge as Officer of the Watch and has 
ambitions to qualify as a ship’s captain by the time she 
is 30 with a salary of £140,000 upwards. 

Her career plan to become an officer in the merchant 
navy was sealed when she had a tour of one the 
world’s largest and most advanced offshore wind farm 
installation vessels, Scylla, which is part of the Great 
Yarmouth-based Seajacks’ fleet, when it was docked at 
Great Yarmouth.

“I want to drive this,” she said, dazzled by $250 million 
mammoth vessel’s technology and three-storey engines. 

Hermione, who lives in Great Yarmouth,  is in the final 
year of a three-year fully-funded officer cadetship at 
Warsash Maritime Academy, part of Solent University 
in Southampton, which will lead to a Higher National 
Diploma in nautical science and a UK Maritime and 
Coastguard Agency (MCA) Certificate of Competency.  
She will also be a qualified Officer of the Watch.

Officer cadet training schemes are split into five phases, 
with 39 and 31-week stretches at sea, combined with 
for academic studies, practical experience and safety 
training.

Her cadetship is paid for by the government and she is 
paid a monthly salary from Seajacks.
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Physics

Practical skills are embedded through the content of the 
course ensuring that you develop a range of practical 
skills in preparation for the written examinations.

You will be introduced to the important conventions 
and ideas that permeate the fabric of physics. 
Understanding of physical quantities, S.I units, 
scalars and vectors help our physicists to effectively 
communicate their ideas and to model the motion 
of objects using mathematics. You will also learn 
about the important connection between force and 
energy, appreciate how forces cause deformation and 
understand the importance of Newton’s laws of motion. 
You will apply the important principle of conservation of 
energy to a range of situations.

Electrons, electric current, electrical circuits, wave 
properties, electromagnetic waves and, of course, 
quantum physics are studied together with the fields of 
astrophysics and cosmology.

Assessment at the end of Year 13 takes the form of 
three written papers, one of which is a synoptic paper 
covering content from both years. (OCR A)

Environmental Science

Environmental science is ideal for those with a strong 
interest in conservation and the impact of humans on 
the planet. It covers topics as diverse as the physical 
environment, research methods underpinning theories 
and data gathering. This includes changes to the 
atmosphere and weather patterns, the evolution of
life on Earth and how data is used to model the 
processes studied. 

Students who enjoy a multi-disciplinary approach
to learning and have a keen interest in the sustainability 
of our planet will find the course engaging and
thought-provoking.

Key topics include the biophysical environment, energy 
resources, pollution, circular economy and sustainability. 
It will include real-life case studies to give real-world 
applications to their work. This work will be supported 
by lessons in research techniques and statistical 
analysis of data. Both skills will be ideal preparation for 
life in industry and university.

Assessment at the end of Year 13 takes the form of 
two 3-hour papers. (AQA)

Biology

All living organisms have similarities in cellular 
structure, biochemistry and function; an understanding 
of these similarities is fundamental to the study
of biology.

You will enjoy a flexible approach to the study of this 
diverse subject. Microscopy allows you to study the 
cell structure of a variety of organisms. Biologically 
important molecules such as carbohydrates, proteins, 
water and nucleic acids are studied with respect to
their structure and function. You will also study the 
structure and function of gas exchange and transport 
systems in a range of animals and terrestrial plants. 
Heredity and the mechanisms of evolution and 
speciation are also covered.

Some of the practical techniques used to manipulate 
DNA such as sequencing and amplification are applied 
and their therapeutic medical use considered. Through 
this, you will develop a balanced understanding of the 
issues surrounding biotechnology.

Assessment at the end of Year 13 takes the form of 
three written papers, one of which is a synoptic paper 
covering content from both years. (OCR A)

Chemistry

Chemistry is a practical subject and the development 
of practical skills is fundamental to understanding 
the nature of chemistry. You will be given many 
opportunities to develop the expertise needed to 
collect and analyse empirical data. Important skills are 
developed, including the writing of chemical formulae, 
constructing equations and calculating chemical 
quantities using the concept of amount of substance. 
The role of acids, bases and salts in chemistry is 
investigated and the central role of electrons in ionic 
and covalent bonding is studied. You will also explore 
periodic trends to extend your understanding of 
structure and bonding.

Group properties are studied using Group 2 and 
the halogens allowing you to further develop your 
understanding of redox reactions. The importance of 
organic chemistry in everyday life is explored, placing 
chemistry in context.

Assessment at the end of Year 13 takes the form of 
three written papers, one of which is a synoptic paper 
covering content from both years. (OCR A)

Curriculum Offer



Further Mathematics

Further mathematics is offered in addition to
A-level Mathematics.

Further Maths is not an entry requirement for studying 
mathematics at University but it gives a huge 
advantage especially for competitive courses like 
physics, engineering, computer science and economics.

In further maths, students study additional pure 
mathematics topics, such as complex numbers, 
matrices, and proof; there is a strong emphasis on 
problem solving. 

The topics studied in further maths are at least as 
stretching as those in A-level maths; students are 
expected to build a deeper understanding so they can 
make links between all the content studied,
and apply their knowledge effectively when solving 
difficult problems.

Our further maths students study A-level further 
maths as a fully timetabled subject alongside their 
other subjects. 

Computer Science

During this course you will be encouraged to develop 
a broad range of knowledge, understanding and skills 
in computing, as a basis for progression into further 
learning or employment.

A significant part of computer science involves 
programming to an advanced level, although no 
previous programming experience is required.

You will develop an understanding of and the ability 
to apply the fundamental principles and concepts of 
computer science, including abstraction, decomposition, 
logic, algorithms and data representation.

You will learn to analyse problems in computational 
terms through practical experience and by writing your 
own programs. In doing so you will develop the capacity 
for thinking creatively, innovatively, analytically, logically 
and critically and learn to see the relationships between 
different aspects of computer science.

Maths skills are essential and will be applied to Boolean 
algebra, comparison and complexity of algorithm and 
number representations and bases. In this digital age 
you will articulate the individual (moral), social (ethical), 
legal and cultural opportunities and risks of digital 
technology.

Assessment is via one computer-based practical exam, 
one written exam and an extensive computing project. 
(AQA)

Mathematics

Mathematics continues to be the most popular A-level 
subject choice because it is accessible, enjoyable and 
challenging, with applications and use across many 
other subjects. The A-level maths curriculum has a 
strong emphasis on deeper understanding and problem 
solving, which prepares students well for work or study 
beyond A-level.

As well as being essential for studying any 
mathematics-based subject at degree level, A-level 
mathematics is required by many universities for 
students studying subjects such as chemistry, biology, 
economics or geophysics. Our A-level maths students 
study a broad curriculum, including richer topics such as 
calculus from first principles, alongside the traditional 
ones such as quadratics, trigonometry and sequences.

Assessment at the end of Year 13 takes the form of 
three written papers covering content from both years. 
(OCR A)

Core Maths

Core Maths is a level 3 maths qualification equivalent
to an AS level in terms of demand and carrying the 
same number of UCAS tariff points. It is delivered in 
Year 12 only.

We expect students to study Core Maths as a 
complement to their other three A-levels. It is ideal 
for students who choose to study A-levels involving 
significant mathematical content but who do not wish 
to study A-level Mathematics.

In term one all Core Maths students cover the 
fundamentals of the course including Analysis of 
Data, Personal Finance and Estimation and in term 
two we support mathematical aspects of the biology, 
psychology and chemistry courses.

Assessment is at the end of Year 12 and takes the 
form of two written papers. Many universities have 
shown their support for Core Maths by offering 
reduced entry criteria for students who study this 
qualification. (AQA)
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English Literature

A-level English Literature offers clear progression from 
GCSE allowing students to develop the knowledge 
and understanding that they have already gained and 
achieved. Students will be able to develop a wide range 
of skills, such as reading critically, analysing, evaluating, 
and undertaking independent research, which are 
valuable for further study and future employment.

At Charter Academy, we put the telling of stories at
the heart of our literature teaching. As such, this 
A-level is suitable for any pupils who love literature and 
storytelling.

Students can gain a solid understanding of how texts 
can be connected and how they can be interpreted in 
multiple ways.

Students can arrive at their interpretations and 
become confident autonomous readers. They are 
then equipped with the knowledge and skills needed 
for both exams and coursework and experience a 
rich, challenging and coherent approach to English 
literature that provides an excellent basis for studying 
the subject at university.

French

If you choose to do A-level French, you will continue 
to broaden and develop your language skills and your 
knowledge of Francophone life and culture.

This is an exciting and diverse course to take if you have 
enjoyed French at GCSE.

French A-level is an excellent subject to take if you 
consider any literary subject or humanity at university 
and subjects or a career path that may require you to 
travel or communicate with colleagues abroad.

Having a sound working knowledge of a foreign 
language is a highly desirable quality for many 
employers, and can also facilitate the study of new 
languages later in life, as well as generally broadening 
your outlook and developing your confidence, both 
academically and personally.

A-level French is essential if you are considering a 
degree in Modern Languages. 
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History

Everything happening around us today has been 
influenced by and results from what has happened
in the past. History can help us predict what could 
happen in the future and understand what happened
in the past.

History is one of the Russell Group universities’ 
‘facilitating’ subjects — so called because choosing 
them at A-level allows a wide range of options for 
degree study. One of the most flexible of qualifications, 
History provides an excellent pathway to degrees such 
as History, Law, English and Philosophy, and beyond 
that to a range of interesting careers.

This intellectually rigorous course is an excellent 
way for students to develop highly sought after 
and transferable skills. These include being able to 
communicate complex ideas effectively, research, 
analyse and evaluate information, both orally and 
in writing, and the capacity to make substantiated 
judgements, all whilst developing independent
work skills.

Geography

Geography bridges the gap between humanities and 
science. Geography A-level is a facilitating subject, 
which means that it can be helpful for a whole range
of university courses and will help you keep your 
options open. 

A-level geography offers a selection of new, interesting 
topics not covered at GCSE level, and allows you to 
go into greater depth in some key elements previously 
studied. It covers both the physical and human 
environments and the complex interaction of processes 
that shape our world. It will also show the applied side 
of the subject - how human intervention affects the 
environment and how people adapt and mitigate the 
effects of processes on their environment.

There is plenty of room for discussion and extended 
research, which will help you become an independent 
thinker and learner. By the time you get to your exams, 
you will be able to show your understanding of a
range of opinions and be able to illustrate your
answers with case studies from local, national and 
international examples.

You will be encouraged to frame your own questions 
using higher level thinking skills and show your grasp 
of complex issues through report and essay writing. 
Fieldwork will be an essential part of your
A-level course.
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Religious Studies

Religious Studies is a thought provoking and 
academically challenging subject that addresses life’s 
big questions: What is truth? How do we know what is 
real? Does God exist? Are we free? What does it mean 
to be good?

The course has a multidisciplinary approach to learning 
that draws on evidence from theology, philosophy, 
science and the social sciences to explore issues 
ranging from miracles to human sexuality.  

A-level Religious Studies will equip students with 
critical reasoning and evaluative skills prized by 
universities and employers – law, politics, media, 
education, and social work.

Students who take religious studies develop a broader 
outlook on life and express confidence when engaging 
with socio-political issues.

EPQ

The Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) is an 
additional qualification students complete in addition to 
their A-levels. Students choose a topic to research and 
either write an essay around this topic or create some 
form of product. Many universities, including those in 
the top 30 in the UK, offer reduced entry grades for 
those who have completed an EPQ. It’s also a great 
opportunity to diversify their skills and knowledge.

Government and Politics

In government and politics the course focuses on how 
power is distributed through government and within 
society. Students have the opportunity to develop their 
own knowledge of the UK and US political systems, 
whilst thinking about the ideologies and actions of 
modern politicians and political parties.

We look in depth at the politics of the UK and US, as 
well as the core political ideas that have shaped the UK. 

The course revolves around the following; UK Politics 
and Political Ideas (33%), UK Government and Core 
Political Ideas (33%) and US Government and Politics 
(33%).
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Psychology

In this course you will develop a knowledge and 
understanding of psychological concepts, theories, 
research studies and their ethical implications. You will 
evaluate therapies and treatments including in terms of 
their appropriateness and effectiveness. Explanations 
for conformity and the impact of social influence 
are considered alongside the role of social influence 
process in social change. You will consider the works 
and theories of psychologists such as Schaffer, Bowlby, 
Pavlov and Skinner.

Psychopathology is explored including deviation from 
social norms, failure to function adequately and the 
behavioural, emotional and cognitive characteristics of 
phobias, depression and OCD.

Psychology is placed in context through the evaluation 
of case studies and research methods; scientific 
processes and techniques of data handling and 
analysis are critiqued for their application, strengths 
and limitations.

Assessment at the end of Year 13 takes the form of 
three written papers which include shorter written 
answers, longer essay questions and data handling. 
(AQA)

Sociology

Sociology is relevant to the society you live in so you are 
bound to enjoy learning about topics that are relevant 
to the society you live in. Sociology opens the door to a 
range of career opportunities. This course will help you 
make sense of the society we live in and understand 
the cultural and identity issues which affect us all. 

We study sociological approaches that help us 
understand the functions of education, families, and 
religion, as well as criminological approaches that help 
us understand that explain why some people commit 
crimes and others do not.

Criminology

Criminology is a social science closely related to 
psychology, sociology and law. It specialises in the 
study of the nature of crime and criminals, and tries to 
explain why and how crime occurs and looks into how 
society reacts to crime. A-level criminology involves 
writing essays and requires an inquisitive mind. It leads 
to careers in psychology, social work, law, forensic 
science and policing. 

The course consists of four units, two of which are 
internally assessed (coursework) contributing 50% 
of the final grade. This means to be successful in 
this course you will need to be able to do a lot of 
independent work of a very high standard.
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Application Process

Entrance Requirements

Our core entry requirements are six or more GCSEs
at grade 5+, including English and mathematics.
You will also need to achieve 5+ in the subjects you 
wish to study at A-level. If you are new to the subject 
we will consider achievement in the GCSE that most 
closely corresponds. 

Interviews are an important part of our application 
process, giving the opportunity to explore
your strengths and interests and provide advice
and guidance.

Applying for a place

Choosing a sixth form is a very important decision.

We want to make that decision as easy as possible 
and support you every step of the way.

It is easy to apply for a place at Sir Isaac Newton East 
through our website www.sirisaacnewtoneast.org
or through www.helpyouchoose.org.

If you have any questions at all, do not hesitate to
contact us.

Offshore Wind

Direct and indirect jobs connected to 
offshore wind will rise from 26,000 
today to more than 69,800 by 2026 
(Offshore Wind Industry Council)

6,000 skilled jobs in the offshore wind 
sector in Norfolk and Suffolk by 2032

The £20 billion 
investment in 
building Sizewell C
nuclear power 
station will...

> Create 25,000 new jobs
 during construction
> 1000 apprenticeships
>  Supply power to
 6 million homes
>  Generate electricity for
 60 years

Most in-demand 
occupations in the UK

> Project managers
 (construction, IT, business & financial)
> Software engineers
> Operations managers
> Business analysts
> Nurses

UK STEM careers with a 
shortage of candidates

> Health services and public health 
 managers and directors
> Biological scientists and biochemists
> Civil engineers
> Electrical engineers
> IT business analysts, architects
 and systems designers
> Veterinarians

Did You Know?
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